GENIUS AND CHARACTER
paedists for example. They wanted the enfran-
chisement of the subordinated classes, but they
could not foresee the actual lines of development.
Down to the last, Mirabeau remained a royalist.
Even Danton had monarchical inclinations, and
was not, to begin with, an advocate of a republic.
Arthur Young, whose Travels in France were
made just before and during the first movements
of the Revolution, wrote that every one was in
a mood of expectation. He had talked with all
and sundry, and the impression he derived from
these conversations was that there existed a
universal belief that something important was
about to happen but that there was no definite
conception as to its nature."
"In the days when you yourself wrote books,
had you the contented feeling of the creator, or
were you merely animated with the resignation
of the writer and with the hope of being able to
act at some future date?"
"Why do you speak of resignation?" he asked,
struck by the term,
"To begin with I was discontented with being
no more than a writer. It took me a long time
to become reconciled with this passive role and
to be able to console myself with the thought of
Byron, whose poems some one spoke of as
undelivered parliamentary speeches."
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